
Developing  your  topic
By  Finding  a  focusing  Line:
As  you  read  your  seed  entry  you  are  looking  for  a  line  that  helps  you  answer  the  
question,  "Why  is  this  topic  important  for  me?"  
"In  that  moment,  I  was  filled  with  a  sense  of  adventure  that  I  rarely  felt  during  
everyday  life."
Write  the  line  at  the  top  of  a  new  page,  use  it  as  a  starting  point  to  reflect  even  more  
about  the  significance  of  your  topic.

By  Sketching:
Writer's    can  sketch  different  elements  of  their  story  to  help  them  SEE  the  story  in  their  
minds  before  they  write.  First,  ask  yourself,  "which  elements  of  the  story  are  important  
for  me  to  sketch?"
• Significant  scene
• Significant  character
• SeKing  that  you  want  the  reader  to  see  clearly
• Object  that  you  want  the  reader  to  see  clearly

By  thinking  deeply  about  conflict:
What  problem  or  trouble  is  the  main  character  having?  
Conflict  with:  
• Another  character
• Something  in  the  world  (winning  a  game,  climbing  a  mountain)
• Themselves  -‐  internal  conflict  (dealing  with  a  part  of  themselves  that  is  causing  a  

problem)
Questions  to  ask  about  your  story's  conflict
• What  is  the  main  character's  conflict?
• Why  does  the  character  have  this  conflict?
• Why  is  resolving  the  conflict  important  to  the  character?
• What  is  preventing  the  character  Tom  resolving  the  conflict?
• What  needs  to  happen  for  the  character  to  resolve  the  conflict?
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